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Travellers emerge victorious 

'We shall not 

Photo WptfIMhaiw 


after High Court battle 

be moved' 


NEW life has been breathed into the 
largest illegal travellers' encampment in 
England. 

For years Basildon council has tried to 
evict the Irish settlement at Dale Farm. 
Crays HilL but the decision by Mr Justice 
Collins that the council ivere "wrong in 
law" to do so has given more than 100 
families a stay of execution. 
Dozens of travellers sprayed champagne 
and celebrated outside the Royal Courts 
of Justice and as the news filtered 
through the Gazette spoke to the major 
players involved to see what they thought 
about the decision and what the future 
holds for Dale Farm. 

David Arnold reports 



CELEBRATIONS: Travel tors from the Dale Farm site in Crays 


Forcible evictions not the answer 


"As British citizens we 
are entitled to live like 
everybody else " 


TRAVELLERS' lawyer. Dr Keith Lo- 
max. said it was a great result and that 
council's across the country were 
breaking the law for not providing 
enough sites for gipsies and travellers 
He said: "It is a wake up call to all 

councils to provide the sites that are 

needed otherwise they will find they 

can't rely on enforcement powers open road " 

Councils across the land are breaking Richard Sheridan, leader of the 
the law and need to act quickly Gypsy Council, said he was over the 

“This is the largest traveller site in moon with the result He said: "It is a 
the country and accommodates a high victory We have won round one 
proportion of vulnerable people indud "As British cituens we are entitled to 

Ing elderly, sick, and disabled people live like everybody else, 
who can no longer cope with life on the "Keeping us on the road costs £l8mil- 


lion a year The cost of eviction would 
be £1.9m, with court costs of nearly a 
million pounds 

“Leaving us where we are will save 
the Government millions of pounds, 
and our kids will be able to be educated." 

Lord Avebury, who introduced the 
1968 Caravan Sites Act. said: “Mr 
Justice Collins has told local author 
ities to get on with identifying land for 
traveller sites wherever there is a 
shortage, and that's the best way to deal 
with unauthorised sites. 

"Fbrcible evictions of people with 
nowhere else to go are not the answer in 
Basildon or anywhere else" 


The 

Royal 

Courts 

of 

Justice 


No hard 
feelings 


Council will consider appeal 

LEADER of Basildon council. Malcolm Buckley said the "This is very disappointing The judge seemed to focus on 

council remained committed to protecting the Green Bell the facl the travellers had nowhere else to go and that 
and were considering an appeal individual needs were not taken into account. To me this 

He said "My council has always sought to balance the sends out the wrong signal and gives a green light for 
competing needs of the various communities in its efforts to travellers to concrete over our Green Belt with immunity 
enforce planning law The judge has explored a wtde range of "The law needs to be changed, and a twin track approach 

issues relevant to this case In a level of detail not seen adopted which would give councils much stronger powers 
before whilst also sharing more of the responsibility to provide 

"We are pleased that the judge supports our view that the authorised sites." said the MR 
travellers cannot remain where they are and the Green Belt Len Grtdley. 49. who lives next to the Crays Hill site, 
must be protected * blamed Basildon council for the result. “My house price has 

Billericay and Wickford MP. John Baron, said the decision gone down by about £300,000 since they moved in. there 
was ridiculous and disappointing and it discriminated seems to be one rule for them and one for the law abiding 
against the law abiding members of society community Basildon council aren't doing enough " 

Community centre fiasco 

OUR staff have done nothing wrong central government and we are the go 

is the official line from Essex County between ' 

Council after taxpayers were forced to 
shell out £12.000 for an illegal com 
munlty centre for travellers 
Sources close to the council say 
“heads have rolled" but council of- . 

ftcials say no-one has been sacked or but the county council assumed that 
even disciplined as a result of the the Racial Equality Council had 


Last week the Gazette revealed that 
the money for the centre, known as 
Saint Christopher s, had come from 
the Essex County Council’s Youth Op- 
portunity and Youth Capitals funds 


fiasco In which illegal Irish travellers sought planning permission for the 
were handed the cash to build the log 
cabin on Green Bell land without 
planning permission. 

The council blames the grant spon 
sors. the Essex Racial Equality Coun 
ell. for failing to make sure the grant 
was used appropriately 

A spokesman for Essex County 
Council, said: “The money is from 


The spokesman added: "There is 
some evidence that they sought advice 
about planning permission and that is 
their responsibility" 

However all the Equality Council 
did was to ask BDR log cabins, where I 
they bought the cabin, if they needed 
permission. 


Eviction 

SHOULD Basildon 
council successfully 
appeal the judge's de 
cision then no evic- 
tion can take place be- 
fore the end of the 
current school term. 

Mr Justice Collins, 
said: “Bearing in 
mind that people are 
being educated at the 
site I think any evic- 
tion should wail until 
the end of the school 
term." 


Visit our showroom 
to view 

Curtains • Pelmets 
Wallpaper • Ideas 


AVRIL CHATTEN 

will be happy to make a 
up visit to your home 



AFTER years of hostility, 
allegations, legal battles and 
eviction notices, travellers and 
Basildon council seem to be 
building bridges. 

Outside the Royal Courts of 
Justice in London, leader of the 
council. Malcolm Buckley and 
travellers spokesperson. 

Kathleen McCarthy shook hands 
and had an impromptu chat 
about the future of Dale Farm. 

Cllr Buckley, said. "We held a 
very jovial chat and talked about 
many aspects of the problem 
My major point here is that 
other councils should be taking 
more of a responsibility for 
taking their share of travellers 
How can it be right that councils 
like Southend have to take so 
few and Kathleen agreed with 
me on that " 

He added that it was possible 
that the council could walk 
away now but said they were 
likely to carry on their pursuit 
of eviction 

Mrs McCarthy said: “The ball 
is tn their court now I don't 
have a problem with Mr 
Buckley. I never have, he's just 
doing his job." 
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Get Slim Fast! 
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I4S High Street, Brentwood 

Telephone Brent* ooj 22.1940 




Track fil 
Upholstery * Reupholstery < 
All Sunblinds - Vertical, * 
Roller, Venetian, Roman, 
Conservatory. Pleated, 
Awnings & Canopies 

0800 0743566 
01277 202319 

SHOH ROOM - IHGRAVE tSTEMORS 
27m BRE.\TUOOD KD. I Mi RATE 



